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The first three pages of this document make up the core reading list for the Sociology of Social 
Movements. The thematic areas are not exhaustive, nor are the readings listed in them 
comprehensive.  Particular works may be listed under several thematic areas.  Many of the 
works encompass both theory and methodology within them. In reading these pieces, students 
should understand their importance to the theoretical and methodological development of the 
sociology of social movements specialization within the field of sociology. 
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Special Topics in the Sociology of Social Movements 
Students will add special topic areas listed below to their final reading list. Students should add 
additional readings that are not included on this list in consultation with their AOS Committee 
Chair.  Students should work with their AOS Committee Chair and Advisory Committee Chair to 
select the additions that will best prepare them for writing their dissertation proposal. Finally, 
among the readings and topics that students add, special emphasis should be placed on key 
empirical cases that represent the substantive types of movements the student is interested in 
studying—e.g., environmental movements, human rights movements, feminist movements, 
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