DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
URBAN DEMOGRAPHY AND POPULATION STUDIES
COMPREHENSIVE EXAM READING LIST

The first four and a half pages of this document makes up the core reading list for the Urban
Demography/Population Studies AOS Comprehensive Exam. Although a particular work may be
listed under a specific topical area, several of these works easily fall into more than one topical area
of demography, and many works encompass both theory and methodology within them. In reading
these pieces, students should understand their importance to the theoretical and methodological
development of the demography specialization within the field of sociology.
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30:593-606.

Families and Fertility
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SPECIAL TOPICS ON DEMOGRAPHY: It is expected that students will add at least two of the
special topics lists below to their final reading list. Student should work with their AOS Committee
Chair and Advisory Committee Chair to select the additions that will best prepare the student for
writing his/her dissertation proposal. Students may also add additional readings that are not included
on this list in consultation with their AOS Committee Chair.
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Krysan, Maria and Reynolds Farley. 2002. “The Residential Preferences of Blacks: Do They
Explain Persistent Segregation.” Social Forces 80: 937-980.
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Journal of Sociology 93: 771-792.

Logan, John R., Brian J. Stults, and Reynolds R. Farley. 2004. “Segregation of minorities in the
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66: 568-591.

Harris, David R. 1999. “Property Values Drop When Blacks Move In, Because... Racial and
Socioeconomic Determinants of Neighborhood Desirability.” American Sociological Review 64:461-
479

Ross, Catherine E. and J. Reynolds. 2001. “The Contingent Meaning of Neighborhood Stability for
Residents Psychological Well-being.” American Sociological Review 61:1-98.

Ross, Catherine E., Shana Pribesh, and John Mirowsky. 2001. “Powerlessness and the Amplification
of Threat: Neighborhood Disadvantage, Disorder and Mistrust,” American Sociological Review 66,
568-597.
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Social Processes and New Directions in Research.” Annual Review of Sociology 28:443-78.
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893-909.

Critical Demography
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